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So now that you know what WordPress and SportsPress are, let’s take
a look at how you can use them to create a sports website for your
youth sports team.

Step 1: Purchase Domain Name And Hosting 
 
The first step to creating your youth sports team website is to
purchase a domain name and hosting. 
 
The obvious choice is to use your sports team name as the domain
name and pair it with an extension such as .com or .club. 
 
Then choose a shared hosting plan as this is usually the best option
for smaller or new sites. A few recommended hosting companies
include BlueHost and SiteGround and they come recommended by
Automattic itself, which is the parent company behind WordPress. 
 
Step 2: Install WordPress 
 
Most hosting companies nowadays offer one-click installation of
WordPress so look for an icon or a button that says Install WordPress.
Then, follow the prompts on the screen. 
 
You’ll need to enter your site name and description and choose a
username and password which you’ll use to login to your WordPress
website. Make sure you’ve chosen a strong password and a
username that’s not admin. This will make your website more secure.
Then, click the Install button and wait for the installation process to
finish.
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Step 3: Install SportsPress 
 
Once WordPress has been installed, you can log in to the dashboard
by going to yourdomainname.com/wp-login.php. Remember to
replace the yourdomainname.com with your actual domain name. 
 
Enter the username and password you chose during the WordPress
installation process and click Log in. 
 
Once you’re in your dashboard, go to Plugins > Add New and
search for SportsPress. Then, click Install and wait for the plugin to
finish installing. You’ll then need to press the Activate button. 
 
Step 4: Configure SportsPress 
 
As soon as SportsPress has been activated, you’ll need to go through
the configuration wizard to setup the plugin. Press the Run the Setup
wizard and then simply follow the steps below: 
 

1. Press Let’s go on the first screen 
2. On the next page, you’ll need to select your timezone. Here, you
can also select your sport from the drop-down menu. Choose
Other > Custom if you don’t see your particular sport. You can
also enter your league name and the season on this screen. 
3. On the next page, type in your team name and enter your
opponent’s team name. 
4. On the next few pages, you can add your team members. As
you can see, you can enter their name and position they’re
playing. Then, click the Next button to continue with the plugin
setup. 
5. You can add a venue on the next page or skip this step and
enter it later on. You can also use the map to enter the precise
location of your venue. 
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6. On the next page, you’ll need to allow SportsPress to create the
necessary pages. 
7. Once you’re done with that step, you’ll see a success page and
you can now create your first match so let’s do that now.

 
Press the Schedule your first event now and when the match editing
screen loads, you’ll see that you can easily include all the important
information about your match. Options include: 
 

● Entering name and description for the match 
● Adding box scores and results 
● Displaying the information about the date and the venue 
● And more. When you’re done entering all the information, simply
click Publish and your event will be live on your site.

 
Step 5: Install And Customize 
 
A Sports-Based Theme The last step is to install and customize a
theme that’s better suited for a sports website and will make your site
look more professional. 
 
To install a theme, in your WordPress dashboard, go to Appearance
> Themes. Search for Rookie and click the Install button. Wait for the
theme installation process to finish and then click the Activate button.
 
You can then customize the theme by going to Appearance >
Customize. With the Customizer, you can change the colors used on
your site and make them match your team’s colors, upload your team
logo, choose fonts for your site and more. 
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When you’re done customizing the theme, the last step is to create a
page that will be the first page on your site that visitors see. This is
your homepage and you can create it by going to Pages > Add new.
Enter the name, such as Home or Homepage and choose the
Homepage template in the Page attributes section. Then, click
Publish. 
 
You’ll then need to go to Appearance > Widgets and drag the
widgets you want to display in the Homepage sidebar area. For
example, I decided to add the Event List and the Player List. 
 
After you have all the widgets configured, go to Settings > Reading
and set the page you just created as your homepage. Save your
changes and you’re done.
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